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Demand for 
food parcels 
hits new high
HAYLEY GASTMEIER
hayley.gastmeier@age.co.nz  

High rents and big heating bills 
are leaving some Wairarapa 
families struggling to fi ll their 
dinner plates.

That’s the explanation 
Masterton Foodbank coordinator 
Lyn Tankersley gives for the 
record number of food parcels 
dished out in the district so far 
this year.

Other agencies in Wairarapa 
are sounding a similar warning 
as families nationwide face 
fi nancial hardships.

Ministry of Social 
Development statistics show an 
increase of more than 25,000 
households asking for food 
hardship grants compared to the 
same time last year.

The Auckland City Mission 
this week reported it had 
distributed its highest number 
of food parcels in its 98-year 
history, with a 22 per cent 

increase on last year’s fi gures.
“We’re defi nitely experiencing 

the same trend and we’d be close 
to the same increase,” Tankersley 
said.

“This is the fi rst year we’ve 
been giving out more than 300 
parcels a month – we’ve never 
been that high.”

In 2015, the average number 
of food parcel distributions in 
Masterton sat around the 170 
mark.

The KidsCan charity that 
works with children living 
in poverty also reported this 
week  that a record number of 
food items had been sent out to 
schools.

Tankersley said the trend was 
worrying.

From January to July, 1994 
food parcels were distributed 
in the Masterton district, up 
from 1710 in the same period 
last year.
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Got to be 
a winner
Castlepoint has 
received the thumbs 
up from visitors and 
locals alike, after being 
named as a � nalist 
in the Kiwi’s Choice 
section of the Keep 
New Zealand Beautiful 
awards.  
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